The phage patterns of 123 cultures of Staphylococcus aureus isolated from septic fingers were compared with 124 strains isolated from the noses of healthy volunteers. It was found that strains with certain phage patterns were comparatively numerous in septic fingers, and that the lesions caused by them tended to be exceptionally severe.
Some strains of S. aureus are very prone to cause primary skin infections. Notably are those with phage patterns 80 (Rountree and Freeman, 1955) , 52A/79 (Alder, Gillespie, and Thompson, 1955) and some phage group IL strains (Roodyn, 1954) . Moreover, the infections caused by these strains (particularly phage type 80) are often exceptionally severe.
This investigation was undertaken to see whether a similar association existed among staphylococci causing septic fingers.
METHODS
The patients were seen in the Casualty Department. None had been given antibiotics. Those whose lesions had not localized and from which pus could not be examined bacteriologically, were excluded. The series of 138 patients was otherwise unselected.
The lesions were classified as to anatomical site, and their severity was assessed by the criteria shown in Table II (Anderson and Williams, 1956 ).
RESULTS
The anatomical distribution of the lesions is shown in All of the 24 dorsal carbuncles seen were pure staphylococcal infections, this being in accordance with the fact that a dorsal carbuncle on the finger is no different from carbuncles in other sites and is caused solely by Staph. aureus. (Roodyn, 1954; Tulloch, 1954; Tulloch, Alder, and Gillespie, 1960) . Phage group II strains which were lysed by phage 3A were not infrequently isolated from healthy noses (Table II) . The association between sloughing and prolonged disability on the one hand and phage pattern on the other was particularly well marked with the phage group I strains. The severest lesions were caused by the type 80 staphylococci in accordance with what has been found with furunculosis (Rountree and Freeman, 1955; Gillespie and Alder, 1957) , and patients experienced considerable malaise. It was also of interest that of the 46 paronychias in the series, the only one to form a slough was caused by the only type 80 strain isolated from a paronychia.
The presence of a combined infection with a group A streptococcus apparently shortened the clinical course, resulting in early localization (Table II) .
RESISTANCE TO ANTIBIOTICS The penicillin resistance of the different phage types is shown in Table II 
